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Bukas Loob sa Diyos
(Open in Spirit to God)

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC COVENANT COMMUNITY

DISTRICT OF TORONTO

MESSAGES FROM THE DCS

Serve Like Jesus - Recollection

The District Council of Servants (DCS) of OSG
(BLD) Guelph and the BLD Academy warmly
invite you to an Inter-District Recollection,
"Serve Like Jesus,"” on Saturday, November 7,
2026, at St. Peter Catholic School, 150
Westwood Road, Guelph. (pls. see Flyer
attached for more details).

Serve Like Jesus is a one-day interactive
recollection hosted by the BLD Academy for our

global community. It hopes to bring back the fire of
service by reaching out to the last, the least and the
lost, with Jesus as our model. It follows from the
Way of the Servant - walking in His footsteps,
relearning service as love and humility.

While we desire to make the recollection
accessible to everyone without registration
fees, we need your assistance in covering the
overhead cost of the activity, and so we kindly
invite each participant to make a $30 love
offering to defray the retreat costs.

“Forgive your neighbour...

and then your sins

will be pardoned...”

(Sir 27:2)

Tickets are selling quickly and will be reserved on a
first-come, first-served basis. Please  email
vivsaguil@gmail.com or ereyes@ovc.uoguelph.ca to
reserve your tickets and indicate the number you
require.

We pray that the Holy Spirit will move you to attend (as
well, invite friends and family to join) this Day of
Recollection.

Love in Christ,

Willie & Viv Saguil; Ed & Susan Reyes; Larry & Myrna
Nieva; Cluster 7 Shepherds; DCS Formation OSG/BLD
Guelph and the BLD Academy

[{ UPCOMING EVENTS ]]

v

¢ Praise and Worship
Fridays, September 11 & 25, 2026 at 8p in
OLA Hall

e BLD Toronto 36" Year Anniversary &
Family Life Ministry Raffle Draw

Friday, September 18, 2026 at 8p in OLA
Church/Hall
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COMMUNITY WORD

God's love calls us to a life of continuous
conversion.

THEME

Our conversion allows us to extend mercy
and forgiveness as we are forgiven.

(Living Reconciled Relationships/ Unity/
Forgiveness)

PROMISE

“..Forgive your neighbour.. and then your
sins will be pardoned...” (Sir 27:2)

ORDER

1."..remember the covenant of the Most High
and overlook faults.” (Sir 28:7).

2."..set enmity aside...and be true to the
commandments."” (Sir 27:6).

3."..forgive your brother or sister from your
heart." (Mt 18:35).

DIRECTION

1. Let go of our grievances and focus on our
shared spiritual mission.

2. Resist anger and respond with patience,
kindness and peace.

3. Let us forgive without limits.

CSL REFLECTION (ABRIDGED)

For the Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
the theme is — Our conversion allows us to extend
mercy and forgiveness as we are forgiven. God's
love continually reveals itself through mercy.
Having received His forgiveness, we are called to
extend the same grace to others. The readings
remind us that resentment and vengeance hinder
our growth in holiness, while forgiveness opens
our hearts to God's healing and peace. Continuous
conversion challenges us to surrender our hurts
and allow God's love to transform them into
compassion and understanding. In community life,
reconciliation and unity flourish when we choose
mercy over judgment and forgiveness over
bitterness. The virtue of forgiveness enables us to
imitate the compassionate heart of the Father and
preserve harmony in our relationships. By
forgiving others, we become instruments of God's
love and channels of His healing presence. Our
willingness to forgive reflects the depth of our
conversion and our trust in God's mercy. As we
extend forgiveness to others, we confidently claim
His promise: “Forgive your neighbor,... and then
your sins will be forgiven...” (Sir 28:2) (see p6 for
Sunday readings).

Reflection Guide Questions:

1. What hurt, resentment, or unresolved
relationship am | still carrying that the Lord is
asking me to surrender and bring toward
forgiveness?

2. What concrete step am | willing to take this week
to restore unity—whether by forgiving, asking
forgiveness, reaching out, or beginning a difficult
but necessary reconciliation?

+

—This month, the Lord lovingly invites us to turn away from attitudes, habits, and ways of
“+thinking that separate us from Him and from one another. Conversion is not a one-time event
but an ongoing journey of responding to God's grace with an open and willing heart. (CSL)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE
MINISTRIES

DISCIPLING

The following teachings are scheduled for this week.

1.Saturday, September 12 - Rm. TBA - 12pm to 4pm - Christian
Faith/Christian Love

2.Saturday, September 12 - Rm. TBA - 12pm to 4pm - Healing and
Deliverance

SINGLES

Join us for a night of LWG on Tuesday September 15. It will start at
7:30pm via Zoom. All are welcome!

Zoom Details:
Meeting ID: 843 6827 2901
Passcode: 2026357

We hope to see you then! (see attached Flyer)

MISSION

e The Kitchener Prayer Group is inviting everyone to attend their
Praise and Worship on Saturday, September 26, 2026 at 6pm to be
held at the Parish Hall of St. Mark Catholic Parish at 55 Driftwood
Drive, Kitchener, ON N2N 3A2. You can come early at 4:00pm to
assist in the setup and for praise practice. The regular monthly
Praise and Worship is every 4th Saturday of the month.

e The Winnipeg Prayer Group will have a live-out ME No. 3 weekend on
Sept 26 & 27, 2026. They are now inviting candidates. Please invite
your relatives and friends in Winnipeg to join the Marriage Encounter.
There will be a Praise and Worship on Sunday, September 132026
at 6pm via Zoom (Meeting ID: 810 6914 3467 Passcode:
2026357). After the Praise & Worship, there will be a Bingo
Fundraising Event in support of the ME-3 weekend. Attached are the
event flyers and how to purchase your bingo cards, which will be
emailed to you. Thank you for your generous support. For more
information, contact Pat & Rose Canlas.

e The Mission Ministry is experiencing an encouraging increase in the
number of volunteers to serve meals to the homeless at the Good
Shepherd Ministries. For volunteers to adjust their personal
schedule to be able to serve, we have assigned the Solo Parent
members to serve on September 9 and November 11, 2026. To
volunteer for October 14 and December 9, 2026, please coordinate
with Sam & Joy Talattad or with Tito & Dora Bacungan.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM
THE MINISTRIES contx.

MARK 10 & YOUTH

Thank You! - This successful relaunch would have been
impossible without our tireless team of volunteer
leaders from the Singles Ministry, and our Ministry
Coordinator (Jing Pabalinas), the parents who
prioritize their teenagers' spiritual growth, and the
children who brought their authentic selves to the
‘Meet & Greet’.

What's Coming Next? - The relaunch was just week
one! The 2" meeting of the Mark 10 & Youth Ministry
will be October 30™, 2026 with the theme “Halloween
Night” at 8:00 pm at Room 4.

MARRIAGE LIFE

J, We are humbly appealing to our community to help
recruit and encourage couples to join the BLD ME No. 49
on October 24 to 25, 2026 at the Valley of the Mother of
God.

The ME#49 sponsors are now accepting registrants.
Contact Willie & Annette Guillermo and Felix & Linda
Fullante for details. See also our website and attached
ME flyer and Registration Form. Thank you for helping
build strong, Christ-centered marriages.

FAMILY LIFE

= RAFFLE TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE! =

There's still time to enter for a chance to win! Join us
every Friday after P&W to purchase your raffle tickets and
support our fundraising efforts. Raffle draw will be on
September 18, 2026 BLD 36th Anniversary here at Our
Lady of Assumption..

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its
various forms." 1 Peter 4:10

Thank you for your generosity and support. Every ticket
makes a difference!

Prizes: @ Ticket Prices:
¥ 1st Prize: $500 «1for$5
¥ 2nd Prize: $250 « 3 for $10

% 3rd Prize: $100 7 Draw Date: Sept. 18, 2026
(BLD’s 36™ Anniversary)

COMMUNITY PRAYER

Lord Jesus, You said that all will know
we are Your disciples by our love for one another.
You prayed that your disciples
may all be one, just as You and the Father are one.
We ask, Lord, to grant us
that same unity of heart and mind
so that, in You, we may also be one with the Father.

Lord, we have a covenant with You
to follow Your commandments, especially
loving one another and living in unity.
Let your Holy Spirit flow freely into our hearts
and minds, so that
we may share in that mutual love
between You and the Father.

Let harmony reign in our community life
and activities, and may we always accept

one another, forgive each other,
and see each other with Your eyes, Lord Jesus.
Then, we will truly experience the fruits
of unity and merit in our midst,
Your amazing presence.

Help us to be holy as You are holy,
to sincerely love one another as You have loved us.
Remind us always to lift our hearts in prayer.
Nourish us by Your word and strengthen us
through the Sacraments.
Make us one, Lord Jesus, for it is good
and pleasant when we dwell as one, and there
You will lavish blessings upon us.
In Your Mighty Name, we pray. Amen.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we trust in your love.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us.
St. Joseph, pray for us.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
DCS

In response to the request raised at the last
Disciples meeting, we have prepared a
summary of free and confidential support
available to help our members navigate the
practical, legal, and emotional challenges that
can follow the loss of a loved one. This brief
guide highlights no-cost or low-cost services in
Toronto that BLD members can refer to on for
both (1) clear steps to take after the passing of
a spouse—including estate administration and
access to brief legal advice—and (2) counselling
and grief-support options. A quick ‘how to use’
notes and direct source links are included to
make it easy for anyone to find the help they
need. This information is uploaded on our
website for access.

Our community continues to grow, and your voice
matters. We’ve created a new email where you can
share your thoughts, ideas, and feedback:
bldtorontosuggestionbox@gmail.com You may
include your name or remain anonymous—
though adding your name helps us follow up
when needed. All submissions will be kept
confidential. For those who prefer the
traditional method, our physical Suggestion Box
remains at the hall entrance. Let’s work
together to build a stronger, more connected
community.

INTERCESSORY

Everyone is invited to our Community
Intercession every Monday evening at 7:30 PM
via Zoom, except on the 1lst Monday of the
month and on holidays.

Broadcast No. 2026-09-02

Pls. see below for Zoom details note that we have
new Passcode:

Meeting ID: 812 7532 6147

Passcode: 2026357

Please write clearly on your petition forms,
especially names, so that the intercessors can
read your handwriting.

SECRETARIAT

Please remember to scan your ID before Praise
and Worship each week or sign in on the
attendance sheet. This helps ensure the safety
and security of all members and provides
important records in case of an emergency.

For insurance purposes, we kindly ask that all
guests register at the entrance hall using the
attendance sheet provided upon arrival.

If you know of any member who is not receiving
the weekly DCS broadcasts, please notify the
Secretariat by emailing
bldtorontosecretariatO1l@gmail.com.

Your assistance helps us keep all members
informed about community events and
important announcements.

TREASURY

To set up an Interac e-transfer for their love
offerings, please see the information below:
Email: bldtorontotreasury@yahoo.com

Security Question: who is my first teacher?
Answer/Password: Jesusl

Once Jojie Abellanosa (Treasurer) receives your
e-transfer, expect a confirmation email coming
from her (not from your bank), otherwise please
email her at the above-noted email address.

CONTACT US

BUKAS LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY, TORONTO DISTRICT
bldtorontosecretariatOl@gmail.com
2565 Bathurst St., Toronto, ON M6B 273
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SUNDAY READINGS*

September 13, 2026 (Cycle A) — 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

FIRST READING (Sirach 27:30-28:7)

Anger and wrath, these are abominations, yet a sinner
holds on to them. The vengeful person will face the Lord’s
vengeance, for he keeps a strict account of their sins.
Forgive your neighbour the wrong that is done, and then
your sins will be pardoned when you pray.

Does anyone harbour anger against another, and expect
healing from the Lord? If one has no mercy toward
another like oneself, can one then seek pardon for one’s
own sins? If one who is but flesh harbours wrath, who will
make an atoning sacrifice for that person’s sins?

Remember the end of your life, and set enmity aside;
remember corruption and death, and be true to the
commandments. Remember the commandments, and do
not be angry with your neighbour; remember the covenant
of the Most High, and overlook faults.

PSALM 103

R: The Lord is merciful and gracious; slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless
his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget
all his benefits. R.

It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all
your dis-eases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger
forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the
east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions
from us. R.

SECOND READING (Romans 14: 7-9)

Brothers and sisters: We do not live to ourselves, and we
do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and
if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord0s. For to this end Christ
died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the
dead and the living.

GOSPEL (Matthew 18:15-20)

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, how often should |
forgive my brother or sister if they sin against me? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with
his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will
pay you everything.’ The lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt.

“But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt.

“When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! |
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as
| had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.

“So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you,
if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

*used with permission from CCCB*
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CSL WSC REFLECTION GUIDE
September 13,2026 (Cycle A) - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reflection

God’s love is revealed to us most deeply in His mercy. Again and again, we experience how the Lord forgives our
failures, welcomes us back when we have gone astray, and gives us another opportunity to begin anew. This is the
grace of continuous conversion, not simply changing our ways, but allowing God’s love to continually transform
our hearts. Having received His mercy, we are called to extend that same mercy to others.

The readings challenge us to examine what happens when we hold on to anger, resentment, and hurt. These can
quietly build walls between us and those whom God has placed in our lives. We may say that we have forgiven, yet
still carry the pain, keep our distance, or wait for the other person to make the first move. But Jesus reminds us
that forgiveness is not optional for those who have experienced God’s forgiveness. In the Gospel, Peter asks how
many times he must forgive. Jesus’ answer points us beyond counting: forgiveness must become a way of life.

This is difficult because forgiveness comes with a cost. Sometimes the wound is deep, the injustice is real, and
reconciliation may take time. Forgiving does not mean denying the hurt or taking it for granted that nothing
happened. Rather, it means surrendering our pain to God and refusing to allow anger, resentment or judgement to
have the final word. It is choosing to release the person into God’s hands and allowing Him to heal what we cannot
heal by ourselves.

As members of the BLD covenant community, this becomes a concrete expression of our covenant life. We cannot
speak of unity while holding on to divisions. We cannot build community while allowing unresolved hurts to
separate us. Deepening our covenant life means taking the initiative to reconcile, choosing understanding over
judgment, and seeking peace even when it is uncomfortable. Sometimes the first step is simply to pray for the
person who hurt us. Sometimes it means reaching out, asking forgiveness, or humbly opening ourselves to a
difficult conversation.

The Lord does not give up on us despite our failures. Therefore, we are called not to give up on one another. Let us
allow our conversion to be seen not merely in our prayers or words, but in the way we treat those who have hurt
us. May our willingness to forgive become a testimony that God’s mercy is alive in our community. As we forgive as
we have been forgiven, may our relationships be restored, our unity strengthened, and our community become a
living witness to Christ’s love. “Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then when you pray, your sins will be forgiven.”
(Sir 28:2).

Prayer

Lord Jesus, source of mercy and reconciliation, thank You for Your unfailing love and for continually forgiving our
failures. Teach us to forgive as You have forgiven us. Heal the hurts we carry, especially those caused by broken
relationships, resentment, and misunderstanding. Give us the humility to seek forgiveness and the courage to take
the first step toward reconciliation. Remove from our hearts all bitterness, judgment, and anger that divide us.
Help us become instruments of Your peace and healing in our families, community, and relationships. May our
lives witness Your mercy and strengthen the unity of Your people. Amen.
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