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December 11, 2025

To: BLD Toronto Cluster 7 Members

Re: Broadcast for the week ending December 12, 2025
BLD Toronto Activities for December 2025

DAY/DATE TIME ACTIVITIES

Friday, December 12, 2025 7:30 PM Praise & Worship (last of 2025)
(OLA Hall)
Sunday, December 14, 2025 10:00 AM A Talk on How to be an Effective Worship Team
(The Filipino Centre)
Friday, January 9, 2026 8:00 PM BLD Toronto Start of the Year Eucharistic
Celebration/Family Mass
(OLA Church)

For the 3rd Sunday of Advent, our theme is: Salvation is manifested in our lives when we rejoice in the
saving work of God in our life. Gaudete Sunday, calls us to rejoice because the Lord is near and His saving
work is unfolding in our midst. In the Gospel, John the Baptist asks if Jesus is the Messiah, and Jesus answers
not with titles but with actions: the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, and the poor receive good news.
These are the signs that God is at work among us. The Psalm reminds us that God is faithful, lifting up the
oppressed and healing the brokenhearted. St. James urges us to be patient and steadfast as we wait for the
Lord’s coming. Our response is clear: rejoice, remain faithful, and look for Christ’s presence even now, in acts
of healing, mercy, and justice that prepare the way for His Kingdom. We are given this promise: “Here is your
God, he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you.” (Is 35:4b). [CSL Reflection]

THEME & PROMISE
Week 3 (Third Sunday of Advent) - December 14, 2025

Theme: Salvation is manifested in our lives when we rejoice in the saving work of God in our life.

Promise: “Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save
you.” (Is 35:4b)

Order:

1. "Be patient...until the coming of the Lord." (Jas 5:7)

2. "..rejoice with joy and singing...Be strong, do not fear." (Is 35:2, 4)

3. "Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees..."” (Is 35:3)
Direction:

1. Prepare your hearts; celebrate, for the Lord will surely come.
2. Beheralds of God's love through your good deeds).




ANNOUNCEMENTS

FROM THE DCS:

GREETINGS! A Blessed Christmas & A Peaceful New Year to All!
To Our Beloved Community,

As we approach the joyous celebration of Christmas and the dawn of a new year, we pause to reflect on the
abundant blessings and grace that the Lord has poured upon us throughout 2025. This season reminds us
of the profound truth that God is with us—Emmanuel—bringing light into our darkness and hope into our
hearts.

Christmas is not only a time to rejoice in the birth of our Savior but also an invitation to share His love
through acts of kindness, mercy, and generosity. In every smile, every prayer, and every gesture of
compassion, we make Christ present in our midst.

Aswe step into 2026, let us carry forward the spirit of Gaudete—joy rooted in faith. May we remain steadfast
in our mission, united in love, and committed to being heralds of God’s goodness in our families, workplaces,
and communities.

On behalf of the leadership, we extend our heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering support, prayers, and
service. You are a living testimony of God’s saving work. May this Christmas fill your homes with peace and
joy, and may the New Year bring renewed strength and abundant blessings.

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.” (Luke 2:14)

Our last day of Praise & Worship will be on Friday, December 12, 2025. We will resume on January 9, 2025
(Start of the Year Eucharistic Celebration/Family Mass) at OLA Church.

NEW! We would like to extend our sincere congratulations and appreciation to the Family Encounter Class
No. 24, led by Willie and Annette Guillermo, for a successful 2025 Advent Celebration. Your commitment,
dedication, hard work and support have been instrumental in creating a meaningful and joyous gathering
for our community. We also express our warm thanks to all auxies who have also contributed to the success
of this event. Your collaborative efforts exemplify the spirit of service and unity that strengthens our
mission.

Thank you for making this celebration a true reflection of faith, fellowship, and love. Cheers!

FROM THE 2025 ADVENT SPONSORS:

NEW! “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians
5:18)

The Family Encounter Class No. 24 would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for joining us at the BLD
Advent Celebration. Your presence made the event truly special!

Thank you for allowing us to lead the program in a fun, magical, and spectacular way—so engaging that no
one had time to wonder what was next.

We deeply appreciate your participation in all the activities, from the wrapping paper games to trivia, and
for sharing in the bountiful feast prepared by the Lord.

Thank you for dancing the night away and celebrating with joy until the very end.

A special shout-out to the members of FE#24 for going above and beyond expectations—with HUGE
SMILES, endless PATIENCE, and hearts overflowing with LOVE.
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FROM THE TREASURY MINISTRY:

NEW! Friday, December 12th is the last day to catch up with your 2025 love offerings and to update your
record if you have changes in your address for the tax receipt and deadline to submit all (in/out) and
reimbursement expenses. Thank you.

FROM THE PRAISE MINISTRY:

NEW! How To Be An Effective Worship Team teaching by Sister Mary Cruz

Just a friendly reminder for those who have registered, this worship teaching will be this coming Sunday,
December 14th at 10 am at the Filipino Centre at 4395 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON M1S
1T8.

We will be collecting love offering to help cover the cost of the teaching, food and venue. Any amount will
be greatly appreciated. We thank you for your generosity and support!

FROM THE MISSION MINISTRY:

NEW! The Mission Ministry will make an initial deposit of collected grocery donations at the Youth
Without Shelter (YWS) on December 15th. Please coordinate with Mission Ministry members for
groceries to be picked up.

The Christmas Groceries Drive for the Youth Without Shelter (YWS), an emergency shelter for homeless
youth, will still continue until the end of January, 2026. A table will be set up at the OLA basement hall
to collect donations. You may contact any Mission Ministry member for pick up or drop off of your
respective donations. Your generosity brings hope and joy to those in need!

Practice for the Simbang Gabi @ St Benedict Parish in Etobicoke is scheduled on December 13t at
2:00pm at the Evangelista residence. The Mission Ministry will sponsor the mass on Monday
December 15th, the start of the novena and the Singles Ministry will sponsor the mass on Thursday,
December 18th. Everyone is welcome to participate and we encourage volunteers. For further details and
to confirm attendance please contact Gus Soriano, Joy Talattad or Agnes Evangelista.

FROM THE TEACHING MINISTRY:

There will be no teachings scheduled for the rest of November and December, 2025. All teachings resume
in January 2026.

In the love of Christ,
BLD Toronto Stewards
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