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November 27, 2025

To: BLD Toronto Cluster 7 Members

Re: Broadcast for the week ending November 28, 2025
BLD Toronto Activities for November 2025

DAY/DATE TIME ACTIVITIES
Friday, November 28, 2025 8:00 PM Praise & Worship
(OLA Hall)

Friday, November 28, 2025 7:30 PM Singles Praise & Worship

(OLA Rm. 4)
Friday, December 5, 2025 8:00 PM First Friday Mass

(OLA Church)
Saturday, December 6, 2025 6:30 PM Advent Celebration

(North Thornhill Community Centre
300 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Vaughan, ON)

For the First Sunday of Advent, the theme is - Salvation is manifested in our lives when we walk in the
ways of the Lord. Advent is a season of longing and preparation, reminding us that God is with us—not only
in Bethlehem or His future return, but as our daily companion leading us to salvation. Jesus calls us to “stay
awake,” living in readiness through love and hope, not fear. Isaiah envisions nations seeking God’s paths of
peace, and St. Paul urges us to “put on Christ,” embracing virtues that make our lives credible witnesses. Advent
invites us to renew prayer, reconcile relationships, serve selflessly, and share hope, for every act of charity and
repentance draws us closer to God’s kingdom. With confidence we hold on to St. Paul's assurance: “For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;” (Rom 13:11b). [CSL Reflection]

THEMES & PROMISES
Week 1 (First Sunday of Advent) - November 30, 2025
Theme: Salvation is manifested in our lives when we walk in the ways of the Lord.
Promise: “For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;” (Rom 13:11b)
Order:
1. "Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming." (Mt 24:42)
2. "..live honourably... and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”" (Rom 13:13-14)
Direction:
1. Reconcile with the Lord and with your brothers and sisters.

2. Lay aside selfishness, quarrelling and jealousy and be the light of Christ.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

FROM THE DCS:

NEW! A Congratulations and Heartfelt Thanks for a Successful Solo Parents Encounter Weekend

On behalf of the leadership team, we extend our deepest gratitude to each of you for making the Solo Parents
Encounter Weekend a resounding success. Your dedication, generosity, and unwavering support created an
environment of love, healing, and hope for all who attended.

To the Solo Parents Ministry - thank you for your vision and commitment to serving with compassion.

To the Sponsoring Class - your hard work and enthusiasm truly set the tone for an unforgettable experience.
To all the Auxies - your behind-the-scenes efforts ensured that every detail was handled with excellence.

To the Pastoral Team, led by Father Tito Ignacio - thank you for your spiritual guidance and presence
throughout the weekend.

And to all the Sharers who gave their life testimonies - your courage and openness touched hearts and
inspired transformation.

Finally, congratulations to the graduates of Solo Parents Encounter Class No. 21! May this milestone
mark the beginning of a renewed journey filled with hope, faith, and community.

This weekend was a beautiful testimony of what we can accomplish together when we serve with one heart
and one purpose. May God bless you abundantly for the time, energy, and love you have poured into this
mission.

NEW! Calamity Relief for the Philippines

For those who wish to donate for the recent calamity in the Philippines, please note that the deadline to
submit your donations is Monday, December 1st. Thank you very much for your generosity and loving
support for our brothers and sisters in need.

NEW! BLD Toronto’s 2025 Advent Celebration
Celebrate the Season with Us!

This is your last opportunity to join the BLD Advent Celebration on December 6, 2025 at North Thornhill
Community Center, 300 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Vaughan, ON. Tickets are almost gone—don’t wait!

Important: If you do not return the tickets you are currently holding, they will be considered sold.

Spread the joy! Wrap your gifts and share them for our exciting FE#24 raffle. You can bring them on the
day of the event.

Also, areminder to parents, to prepare a special gift from the Big Man for their children. Wrap them as well
and put their names on the wrapper and give it to any one of us from the class FE#24. You may also bring
this on the day of.

Event Highlights:
. Exciting Raffle Prizes for lucky winners
. Special Gifts for Children to make their day magical
. Fellowship, music, and joyful Advent traditions

. Dress Code: Wear your favorite PJs or any outfit that you feel comfortable with and join us for a
magical time! A prize will go to the best dressed person/couple.

See our poster for details!
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FROM THE SOLO PARENTS MINISTRY:

e NEW! Please see the Solo Parents Ministry's thank you note on the next page of this Broadcast.
FROM THE TEACHING MINISTRY:

e There will be no teaching scheduled for the rests of November and December, 2025.
FROM THE MISSION MINISTRY:

¢ Kitchener Prayer Group - Praise & Worship will resume in January 2026.

e The Youth Without Shelter (YWS), an emergency shelter for homeless youth, is requesting grocery
donations. Their food bank is running critically low. YWS is reaching out for immediate support. They
would be incredibly grateful. Even one item makes a meaningful difference!

For donation drop-off, the Mission Ministry is collecting donations starting next Friday here in OLA or you
may contact any Mission Ministry member for pick up or drop off of your respective donations. A table will
be set up at the OLA basement hall to collect donations.

e BLD Winnipeg Prayer Group - is inviting everyone to the Praise & Worship on Sunday, November 30th at
6pm Toronto time via Zoom use ID No. 810 6914 3467 with Passcode 2025308.

FROM THE PRAISE MINISTRY:
e VENUE CHANGE - How To Be An Effective Worship Team teaching by Sister Mary Cruz
Please be advised, to all those who have registered for the teaching by Sister Mary Cruz on Sunday,

December 14, 2025, the venue has changed to:

THE FILIPINO CENTRE
4395 Sheppard Avenue East
Scarborough, ON M1S 1T8

In the love of Christ,
BLD Toronto Stewards
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Solo Parents Encounter #21 Musings

The conduct of the Solo Parents Encounter #21 is the epitome of the phrase "man proposes, God disposes". From
the early days of preparation for the Encounter Weekend, we faced obstacles one after another. At first we
thought it was a one-off. But as the preparation progressed, new challenges kept springing up like hurdles -
changing dates to accommodate another Encounter, issues relating to booking requirements, financial, and
budgetary concerns, VMOG's new and stringent requirements, and the last minute decisions of participants to
withdraw from the Program.

All these challenges we quietly faced. But for all the noise that accompanied us during the preparatory period,
the Encounter Weekend went smoothly, even the small glitches were addressed and embraced with serenity.
The 2 % days were days spent listening to talks, praying, group discussions and fun activities. The VMOG
restrictions did not impact the Encounter activities as we made sure we complied with their rules.

We thank the community for praying with us for the success of the Encounter Weekend. Prayers before and
during the Encounter laid the foundation for the serene atmosphere in the Valley. We appreciated the presence
and support of the Intercessory Ministry DLC and the 3 couples who served during the Weekend as well as the
Treasury Ministry DLC, and the Cluster Shepherds. We also thank the Liturgy and Service Ministries for their
support.

Last but not least, we give thanks for Fr. Tito Ignacio, our Facilitating Priest, the 4 sharers, the Solo Parents
Auxies, the Praise DLC, our DCS and DLC, the Tricord and most of all the 8 candidates who were called to attend
the Solo Parents Encounter Class #21.

Throughout the days and months leading to the SPE #21, we realized that God had been there for us, showing
us the way, inviting us to listen to His voice, follow his leadings and put our trust in Him. In the end He gifted us

with a memorable Encounter.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
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